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months, without friction. After Mr. Malcolm Mac-
Donald's triumph with the Eire Government, Mr.
Chamberlain wisely transferred him to the Colonial
Office to tackle Palestine. This shrewd and timely
appointment undoubtedly helped to prevent the
Palestine crisis from boiling over in the coming
anxious months. For Mr. Chamberlain needed all his
time and energy to cope with the unabating crisis in
Europe. Towards the end of December Mussolini
followed up the "Corsica, Tunis, Nice" campaign
with an official note to Paris denouncing the Musso-
lini-Laval Agreement of 1935. The French replied
that they must still regard it as valid. Both assertions
considerably increased the tension between the two
Governments, and seemed to threaten the prospects
of success for Mr. Chamberlain's mission to Rome.

However, this visit, to the accompaniment of con-
siderable pomp and circumstance, passed off without
creating any major disturbance on the diplomatic
front. Mr. Chamberlain, who was accompanied by
Lord Halifax, was careful to pause on the way at
Paris, and was there able to reassure Daladier and
Bonnet once more, that the objectives were purely
exploratory. The chief outward importance of the
visit was the spontaneous enthusiasm the presence of
the British Ministers in their plain clothes, surrounded
as they were by a galaxy of uniformed officials,
aroused among the Italian people. Mr. Chamberlain's
umbrella which had been immortalized in Strube's
cartoon at the time of the flight to Berchtesgaden
served him well in Europe. To the Continental mind
it is a far more impressive symbol of our peaceful
ways than either Mr. Baldwin's pigs or his pipe. No
doubt the warmth of Mr. Chamberlain's welcome in
Rome confirmed him in his view that the Dictators
had in their peoples a peace potential assisting him in
his search for appeasement, In the course of a com-